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PARTHENON MARBLES 
Statement by Member for Mount Lawley 

MR S.A. MILLMAN (Mount Lawley) [12.52 pm]: The Parthenon is a former temple on the Acropolis of Athens 
in Greece, dedicated to the goddess Athena, whom the people of Athens considered their patron. Construction of 
the temple began in 447 BC when the Athenian Empire was at the peak of its power. It was completed in 438 BC, 
although decoration of the building continued until 432 BC. It is the most important surviving building of classical 
Greece, generally considered the zenith of the Doric order. Its decorative sculptures are considered some of the high 
points of Greek art. The Parthenon is regarded as an enduring symbol of Ancient Greece, Athenian democracy and 
western civilization, and one of the world’s greatest cultural monuments. Sadly, however, this great cultural icon has 
been desecrated and decimated. From 1800 to 1803, British aristocrat Thomas Bruce, the 7th Earl of Elgin, removed 
some of the beautiful sculptures that adorned the Parthenon. Those sculptures, now known as the Elgin Marbles, 
or more properly the Parthenon Marbles, were sold in 1816 to the British Museum in London, where they are now 
displayed. Since 1983 the Greek government has been committed to the return of these sculptures to Greece, 
because the marbles are not only artistic gems but also an important symbol of Greek heritage and history. 
The time has come for the Parthenon Marbles to be returned. Over a decade ago in this very chamber, the member 
for Girrawheen eloquently urged the British government to return the Parthenon Marbles to their rightful home in 
Athens. I wish to add my voice to this noble cause on behalf of the vibrant Greek community in the Mount Lawley 
electorate, who are still fighting for this fair and just restitution to occur. In addition to thanking the honourable 
member, I also place on the record my particular thanks to Mr Savvas Pappasavvas of the Hellenic Community of 
Western Australia, and Mr Antonios Koliadis, Greek Consul in Western Australia, for their continued advocacy 
on this issue and on behalf of the Greek community in Perth generally. 
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